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STORM-LASHED WICKLOW 
COAST. 
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THREE TOWNS THREATENED 
BY GREAT SEAS. 


_—_———>——. 


MORE 
AT 


HOUSES 


ABANDONED 


GREYSTONES. 


—_——— 


SEA APPROACHING THE 
RAILWAY LINE. 


——— 


caused at Greystones, where the sea 


IE. high spring tides of last Friday and Saturday, driven in by a 
south-easterly gale, played havoc with the County Wicklow coast 
between Bray and the town of Wicklow. 


The most serious damage was 
continues to eat itr way towards the 


railway line, and additional houses have had to be abandoned. 

Bray front was battered by tremendous seas on Saturday morning, 
and a good deal of damage was done at the south end of the Esplanade, 
where thousands of tons of gravel and sand were torn from the shore, 
exposing the foundations of the rampart wall. Great quantities of grevel 
were flung on the Esplanade and on the road outside, and the sea flooded 
the road near St. Kevin's Gate for a considerable distance. 


At Wicklow the tide washed in 


under the sea wall, the foundations 


of which were swept away, and portion of a concrete roadway disap- 


peared, A concrete wall which has 
in mid-air. 


been undermined is now suspended 


ABANDONED. 
—--— é — 

MORE DESTRUCTION AT 

(GGREYSTONES, 

toast erosion at the North beach, Grevy- 
continues, and the outlook is so 
threatening that the Great Southern Rail- 
ways Company sent their engineers down 
‘ast week to make a report on the position 

the railway line which runs into the 
age at a distance of about fifty vards 
row the breach recently made by the 
vaves on the sea-front. 

With the return of the spring tides last 
lyidayv afternoon the destruction of what 

mained of the abandoned houses and 
cottages on the North be: h continued on 
a more extensive seale than was antici- 
pated. The breach has been deepened by 
another ten to fifteen feet, and four more 
houses have had to be abandoned. 


JUBILEE CASTLE. 


The most serious havoe was wrought at 
Jubilee Castle. at the extreme end of the 
wall. With a strip of wall about 
thirty yards in length, well supported, 
protecting it. it was thought that this 
line house would remain standing, at the 
present rate of erosion, for another year 
r two. and probably that it would 
eventually be saved by the protection works 
that will have to be undertaken. 

The high tide of Friday afternoon, how- 

er. battered this wall with tremendous 
and when it returned on Saturday 
three-fourths of the wall collapsed out- 
The then rushed in, and bv 
vesterday afternoon it had eaten so far 
infand taat the foundations af Jubilee 
(‘‘astle at the South corner were exposed 
to the extent of about t-ventv-five square 
I 


LLOUSES 


Store 4 


Sal 


roree. 


ward. sea 


the castle was doomed the owner, Mrs. 
Young, engaged a number of workmen to 
remove all the furniture end fittings and 
to dismantle *wo sectional bungalows in 
thi grounds. 


SATURDAY NIGHT'S TIDE. 


It was on Saturday night that the most 
serious damage was done to the remaining 
supports of Jubilee Castle. The waves 
smashed that section of the protecting wall 
like matchwood, and began to tear away 
the natural cliff barrier on the extreme 
North end. At the rear of Jubilee Castle 
there is a fall in the ground that skirts 
the railway line; and it is feared that. if 
the makes a breach at that spot, it 
will sweep down this fall cutting off the 
cottages at Fish row, and continue down 
to the railwav arch at Burlington. If 
this should happen, the sea would attack 
the unprotected railway embankment. and 
destroy if in a very short time. 

Fortunately, there will be 
tides until next March, 
feared tnat the destruction of Jubile 
(‘astle will be completed. The Spring 
tides which have just added to the damag. 
at Greystones lasted from Friday morning 
to Saturday night. 


PEOPLE DRIVEN FROM THEIR 
HOMES. 

The has now come up to within 
twenty feet of the second line of cottages. 
At Kiln Cottage, which is occupied by Mr. 
Curling, the water is now within twelve 
feet of the door, and Mr. Curling vacated 
the house on Saturday. Renellan Cottage 
also is threatened, and its occupant, Mr. 
has decided to abandon it 


sea 


further 
w hen it 38 


IO 


high 


hea 


John. Evans, 
[o-das 

Of the three houses that remain stand- 
the Southern extremity of the 
breach—Glencoe, Alberta and “Yarra 
Yarra—the last-named was vacated on 
Friday by the owner. As the force of the 
waves was flinging up stones and smash- 
ing the glass in the windows, wooden 
barricades were erected over them on 
Saturday afternoon. 

(On Saturday and Sunday hundreds of 
motor cars came to Greystones with 
people who wished to see the extent of 
the damage. 
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DAMAGE 


a — . 


AT BRAY. 


— +> ee 
ESPLANADE LASHED BY 
GREAT SEAS, 

Bray front was battered by wind and 
tide in the early hours of Saturday morn- 
ng. The most serious effects of the 
storm were felt at the South end of the 
esplanade. The damage began during the 
rainstorm which prevailed over the whole 
country on Friday morning. An un- 
usually high tide, swept up by a south- 
easterly gale, produced a tremendous 
scour around the point of Bray Head, 
which, in the space of twelve hours, 
carried away thousands of tons of sand 
and stones from the shore opposite the 
fishermen's cottages, on the South end of 
the Strand road. iS 

The force of the waves was so great 
that the foundations of the rampart built 
below the high-tide level were sucked 
away, and the foreshore was bared of sand 
and gravel for several feet in depth. As 
the tide rose on Saturday the power of 
the waves increased, and the seas swept 
over the esplanade, carrying tons of 


stones from the shore Jevel to the top of 


the embankment and over on the roadway. 
For two hundred yards or more—as far as 
the bandstand at Victorra avenue—the 
promenade is impassable with a heavy 
layer of beach gravel, many tons being 
carried on to the roadway opposite the 
endangered rampart. The road was 
covered with sea water from south of St. 
Kevin's gate to the rising ground at the 
Bray Head Hotel. — r 


FIGHTING THE TIDE. 

Human foresight and a change in the 
wind combined to vent more serious 
consequences. Mr. ~ph Devitt, general 
overseer for Bray, noting the character of 
the sea scour round Bray Head, communi- 
mags ye fears to the township sepia 

r. E. M. Murphy, who arrived promptly 
eu the scene. “Busing, the falling of the. 


ot. 
When it was realised on Saturday that 


i the 


tide Mr. Murphy was enabled to make 
preparations to prevent further damage. 
Mr. Devitt, who carried out the repairs, 
began the work with fifteen men at three 
o'clock on Friday afternoon, and for eight 
hours laboured unceasingly filling in the 
foundation of the rampart. 

Twenty tons of concrete and ten tons of 
granite boulders were used in the process. 
The work was completed at 11 o’clock on 
Saturday. A fortunate change of wind 
made the work secure. It veered from the 
south-east to north-east. Mr. Devitt 
explained how fortunate this fact was, 


i and mentioned how often in the history 


of Bray a similar change saved its sea 
front. The change of wind, he said, had 
relieved the repairs from severe pressure, 
and had given time for the concrete to 
‘set.’ He also said that the seas driven 
in by the northerly wind would bring back 
sand and gravel to the south end of Bray 
foreshore. A continuance of the south- 
easterly gale, however, would have created 
a serious situation, as it would possibly 
have caused the inundation of the fisher- 
men's cottages. 


THE NORTH-EAST WINDS. 

(‘oast erosion at the foreshore near Bray 
Head has been checked by the effects of 
north-easterly gales during a long period 
of years. These winds cause the tides 
to return the sand and gravel lost through 
southerly storms. There is one weak spot 
there which some six years ago the con- 
crete rampart was erected to protect. 
Many times, however, in the experiences 
of the colliers who live there, have the 
seas jumped over the embankment, and, 
fiooding the roadway, threatencd 
tnundate the cottages. 

The fishermen meet the threat by bank- 
ing the gateways of their gardens and their 
doorways with heaps of sods, and on 
Saturday they were able to protect their 
little homes in this way. They are always 
prepared to meet the sea, but there was 
one occasion when their homes were flooded 
with water coming from inland. About 
twenty-five years ago a cloudburst occurred 
in the vicinitv of Kilruddery, and rain 
water poured down the sides of Bray Head 
and swamped the low-lying cottages, float 
ing some of the people out of them. 


REPAIRING THE DAMAGE. 

To-day a large body of men, under the 
direction of Mr. Devitt, will be engaged tn 
clearing the roadway of the débris of the 
storm. 

A fortunate circumstance in connection 
with the storm was the filling in about a 
week ago of twenty-five holes which . were 
excavated on part of the Strand road to 
depths varying from five to nine feet. 
Thev were made in connection with sewer 
repairs which, were undertaken before 
(Christmas as part of the scheme of Mr. 
Meghen, the Commissioner, te provide 
relief work for the unemployed. In view 
of the bad weather, the holes were 
hurriedly filled in lest they might cause 
destruction of the road. It is esti- 
mated that this precaution saved the rate- 
pavers an outlay of about ?s. in the £. 


TRAIN DELAYED. 


The train from Dublin to Wexford was 
delaved on Sunday morning for an hour 
at Bray Head owing to vermanent way 
men having to carry out some pre- 
cautionary work made necessary by the 
storm. 


CLONTARF WALL 
TORN DOWN. 


—_—_-_—_ 9 — — 
HOWTH ROAD FLOODED. 


The high winds and which pre- 
vailed on Friday demolished about twenty 
feet of the sea wali on the Clontarf road. 
near the Dollywount Tramway Dépit. 
Part ot the roadway also subsided, caus- 
ing the tramway service.to be maintained 
only on the single track farthest from the 
sea wall. 

Part of the Howth road was flooded, 
causing a suspension of all traffic for two 
hours. 


CONCRETE WALL IN 
MID-AIR. 


- 
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SEA ADVANCING ON 
WICKLOW. 


The high tides and easterly winds of 
last Thursday and Friday caused more 
damage at Wicklow. The undermining of 
the sea wall is extending, and further 
sections of the concrete roadway just inside 
the sea wall have disappeared. The tide 
washes right in under the sea wall, and 
has swept hundreds of tons of grave] fiom 
underneath the roadway. 

A three foot high concrete wall, which 
formed the inner gne! of the concrete 
roadway, has been undermined for a 
distance of about thirty yards, and is now 
suspended in mid-air. An ominous sag 
has appeared in this wall, and it may 
collapse at any moment.. The Civic Guard 
prevent curious people from walking :nder- 
neath the wall, and the danger area has 
been surrounded by paling. If the attack 
of the sea is allowed to proceed unchecked 
at this point, the sea will eventually join 
the river and isolate a considerable section 
of Wicklow town. The section, so isolated, 
will then be at the mercy of encroaching 
tides, and probably the houses in it would 
meet the same fate as those on the Northern 
shore at Greystones. 


ROADWAY WASHED AWAY. 

On Thursday last several carts 
passed along the sea road from Wicklow 
town to works situated on the shore about 
half a mile north of the town. While they 
were at the works a section of the road 
along which they had passed was washed 
away by the waves, so they were unable 
to return. The horses had to be unyoked 
from the carts and taken home across the 
country. 


SC us 


Inquiries as to what was being done by 
the local authorities in the matter go to 
Continued on Page 8, Column 2. 
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LONDON NAVAL 
CONFERENCE. - 


FRENCH ‘RUMOURS 
CONTRADICTED. . 


PRESIDENT HOOVER AND 
PROGRESS. 


—-————-- &—— — 


With the exception of M, Tardieu, 
Prime Minister of France, who went to 


aoe all the delegates to the Five-Power 
vaval 


Conference spent Saturday and 
yesterday as holidays. © 

The Prime Minister (Mr. Ramsay 
Macdonald) entertained the United States 
delegates and their wives to luncheon at 
Chequers, and afterwards conducted them 
through places of interest’ in Bucking- 
hamshire. 

It is understood that when the dele: 
gates return to their respective head- 
quarters to-day informal discussion may 
take place between them, although 
nothing has been definitely arranged. 
These discussions will not necessarily be 
connected with the meeting of the full 
committee of the Conference, which is to 
take place to-morrow. 

The second -committee, which was the 
subject of Mr. Stimson’s resolution before 
the plenary sessions at St. James’s 
Palace last Thursday, has not yet been 
set up. 


PARLIAMENTARY PEACE 
MEMORIAL. 

The British parliamentary peace group 
has sent the following memorial, signed 
by 196 members of the House of Com- 
mons, to the Prime Minister :— 

““We, the undersigned menjbers of 
Parliament, wish to express to the Prime 
Minister and the Government our warm 
agreement with the published statement 
of their desire to obtain consent among 
the nations for the abolition of the 
battleship and submarine and the reduc- 
tion of the number of cruisers to those 
calculated to be necessary for police 
purposes. 

“To this end, we hope that the 
strongest effort will be made to achieve 
their purpose at the Five-Power Naval 
Conference, and assure the Prime 
Minister that in this policy he will have 
our whole-hearted support, both in 
Parliament and in the country.”’ 


TWO MORE CRUISERS DROPPED. 


In official circles in London on Satur- 
day it was learned that the Admiralty 
has cancelled two cruisers, in addition to 
the Surrey and Northumberland. The 
last-named cruisers were included in tre 
1928 programme. The two which now will 
be abandoned were included in the 1929- 
1930 programme, but no orders had yet 
been placed for their construction. 


DOMINIONS’ ATTITUDE. 


» 
-“ 


A FRENCH RUMOUR, 


From Kevuter’s CorresponpentT, 
PARIS, Saturday. 

There is considerable criticism this 
morning of the attitude of the British 
Dominions at the Naval Conference, and 
some writers find reason im it for 
commiseration with the mother country. 

The Ercelsior, for instance, professes to 
know that Mr. Ramsay Macdonald. had 
to press his colleagues not to insist on 
the appointment of a Methods Com- 
mittee, because he felt that he would 
have to run the gauntlet of criticism 
from the Admiralty and the Dominions, 
as the latter would certainly have claimed 
representation. 

M. de  Saint-Brice. 
Journal, says:—‘‘ The Dominions are 
always insisting on their freedom, but 
when it comes to putting their hands in 
their pockets to furnish guarantees of 
security they prefer not to, and, instead, 
hold out their hands for help.” 

M. Jules Sauerwein, in the Matin, 
says:--‘‘ The Dominions have placed Mr. 
Ramsay Macdonald in a dilemma. He 
cannot satisfy their wishes without expos- 
ing the British Empire to ridicule. At 
every international conference the Domi- 
nions become more and more. exacting. 
Even those which have not got a navy, 
and whose local fleet is paid for bv the 
mother country, shout out cries of indig- 
nation if they are not consulted on every 
detail.”’ 


NO TRUTH IN RUMOUR. 

The Press Association understands that 
there is no truth in the sugyestion that 
the Dominions’ representatives placed Mr. 
Macdonald in the embarrassing position 
of having to ask the Conference to agree 
to a committee of the whole Conference, 
instead of the steering committ.e, because 
of the Dominions’ demand to have repre- 
sentation on the smaller body. No such 
demands were made. | 

It is understood that the British Com- 
monwealth delegates will have another 
meeting this week, and probably a state- 
ment will be issued afterwards setting out 
the whole position. 


writing in the 


M. TARDIEU IN PARIS. 


CONVERSATIONS WITH 
THE PRESIDENT. 
REUTER'S CORRESPONDENT. 
PARIS, Sunday. 

M. Tardieu, who was given a rousing 
reception by the c.owd on his arrival at 
the Gare du Nord last night, has come 
back to Paris to inspect the parliamentary 
machine and generally to energise the 
conduct of public affairs. M. Tardieu, on 
landing at Calais, cut short all rumours 
of a possible Cabinet re-shufile, with the 
exclusion of the Radicals. ‘‘ The Govern- 
ment remains as it is,” he declared. 

M. ‘Yardieu had a conversation this 
morning with M. Doumergue, the French 
President, with regard to the work of the 
Naval Conference. 

M. Tardieu this evening explained to 
President Doumergue the state of the 
negotiations at the Naval Conference, and 
afterwards conferred with a number of 
Ministers, including M. Leon Blum, the 
Socialist leader. M. Briand will return 
to London on Tuesday, and M. Tardieu 
will return on Wednesday. He will re- 
visit Paris on Friday to attend the 
debate in the Chamber of Deputies on 
social insurance. 


rom 


HOW WASHINGTON 
VIEWS IT. . 


o>--— 


MR. HOOVER SATISFIED. 
From Revuter’s CoRRESPONDENT. 
WASHINGTON, Sunday. 
Mr. Hoover and Mr. Cotton, Acting 
Secretary of State, had a lengthy con- 
ferencé at the White House yesterday, 
and. the rumour quickly spread that im- 
portant developme : at the London Con- 
ference had given rise to a situation which 
called fer concerted action by the 
American Government. Nothing came to 
light, however, give colour to those 
speculative reports. On tlie contrary, 
officials were emphatic in saying that no 
new and serious state of affairs existed 
ut the Conference, and that there were no 
grounds for apprehension that the Confer- 
ence was not proceding in an orderly 
manner and with as much rapidity as 
could be expected. ot > : 
There is no warrant for the report that 
the President is dissatisfied with the slow 
progress that is being made, It was dis- 
closed that, on the contrary, he is much 


and is “specially pleased at the 


gratified at what has been acon elaine. 
» decision 


(Continued on. Page 8, Column 4.) 


BOMB FOUND IN 
THE BRITISH 
MUSEUM. 


DISCOVERY FOLLOWS 
TELEPHONE CALL. 


STORY OF INDIAN 
STUDENTS’ THREAT. 


ib. 
-“ 


Seotland Yard detectives are inguiring 
into the discovery on Saturday night of a 
bomb in the British Museum. i 

The discovery followed a telephone 
message from a stranger that Indian 
students intended placing a bomb in the 
Indian room at the Museum. 

The bomb was obviously one of home 
manufacture, and whether it is a dummy 
or a death-dealing machine will be deter- 
mined by Home Office experts after 
examination. 

The bomb was found in a corner on the 
first floor of the India room, partially 
concealed, and only a short distance from 
the section in which Indian exhibits are 
arranged. 

The Museum authorities on Saturday 
afternoon received a telephone message 
from a man who told t cn of a conver- 
sation of some Indian students that he 
had overheard. Hé said that, as far as he 
could gather, the men intended placing 
the bomb in the India room at the 
Museum, but whether they had actually 
carried out their threat he could not say. 


SEARCH OF THE BUILDING. 

Iminediately all officials at the Museum 
were acquainted of the message, and a 
thorough search of the building was 
begun. Short!y after five o'clock the dis- 
covery was made by Mr. Frank Briggs, 
of Western road, Brighton, who saw a 
circular package wrapped in a newspaper. 
There was a fuse hanging outsde. 

The article was lying almost hidden on 
the first landing on the main staircase, 
The alarm was raised and the police 
called. The fuse was cut away, and the 
object was taken to Tottenham Court 
Road Police Station, where it is being 
closely guarded. 

The India gallery, near which the 
bomb was found, contains a superb col- 
lection of Indian religious sculptures. 
Some of the Buddhist legends are not only 
unusually beautiful, but they are also 
extremely raye, and, had an explosion 
beez: caused, the loss to both the British 
end Indian nations wculd have been 
irreparable. . 


POSSIBLY A HOAX, 

Questioned on Saturday night, a respon- 
Sible official at the British Museum 
expressed considerable: scepticism as to 
whether the affair represents a serious 
atfempt to damage the Museum or tts con- 
tents. “The whole thing is probably a 
hoax,”’ he added. 

Asked whether he recollected any pre- 
vious attempt of.a similar nature, he re- 
plied :—‘‘ In my quarter of a century’s 
experience here nothing of this sort has 
occurred. I remember that on one occa- 
sion just before the war suffragettes 
smashed a few windows, but nothing 
more serious than that has occurred to 
my knowledge.”’ 

It is understood that he man who 
warned the authorities by telephone gave 
the name of Ali Khan. 


SCOTLAND YARD STATEMENT. 

Scotland Yard yesterday issued the 
following official statement :-—‘‘ The bomb 
found at the British Museum undoubtedly 
contained explosive matter, but to what 
extent cannot be stated until the report 
of the Home Office experts gives the 
result of the analysis.”’ 

After the thorough search of the 
Museum, following the receipt of the 
warning telephone message on Saturday, 
no further search was considered neces- 
sary yesterday, but the customary patrols 
were carried out with increased vigilance 
by officials. | 

Mr. A. J. K. Esdaile, Secretary of the 
British Museum, described yesterday the 
exact spot where the bomb was found, 
about which, he said, there appeared to 
have been some confusion. 

‘“ It was found on the first landing of 
the main staircase, in a corner under the 
seat,” he said. “There are Indian 
sculptures on the landing, but it is not 
the Indian room. 

‘The Indian room 
p.m. on Saturday, 
found there then. 

“The visitor found it by accident. It 


was closed at four 
and nothing was 


would not have done as much damage 
there as in many other places. There is 
no question of any further danger to the 
Museum, which will be open as usual.” 
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TEACHERS’ PENSION 
FUND, 


-- 


DELEGATION’S REPORT OF 
INTERVIEW, | 

The Executive Committee of the Irish 
meeting on Saturday, had before them the 
veport of the delegation which met the 
Ministers for Finance and Education on 
Tuesday, 28th ult., in connection with 
the Teachers’ Pension Fund. 

In the course of this report .it was 
stated that the discussion with the 
Ministers, which lasted over three hours, 
centred mainly round the general 
principles which should underlie not alone 
the solution of the present crux, but the 
settlement permanently and finally of the 
teachers’ demand for ‘ Civil Service 
Terms,’’ and the inclusion of all classes of 
teachers in the pension scheme. 

No definite proposals were discussed 
pending a further examination of certain 
figures in the light of the experience of 
the three years that have elapsed since 
the date of the actuarial investigation. 
When this examination is completed there 
will be a further interview at which it is 
expected definite proposals will be under 
consideration 
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PRINCESS OBTAINS 
DIVORCE. 


MRS. W. B. LEEDS TO LIVE 
IN LONDON. 


Krom Revuter’s CORRESPONDENT. 

mn NEW YORK, Sunday. 

Mrs. William B. Leeds, formerly 
Princess Xenia of Russia, who vesterday 
obtained a divorce from her husband. Mr. 
William B. Leeds, jun., the son of the 
tinplate magnate, wishes to be known in 
future as Princess Xenia. The Princess 
chas decided to make her permanent 
residence in London, where it is stated she 
has already bought a house. There is one 
child of the marriage, a daughter, five 
years old. 

Princess Xenia married Mr. Leeds in 
Paris in October, 1921. Both were only 
19 at the time, and the marriage was 
opposed by Mr. Leeds’s mother, Princess 


ment was the first public intimation that 
there was any domestic trouble between 
the wealthy young Long Island sportsman 
and his noble wife, and caused a great 


sensation in society circles. 


‘CHIEF SCOUT IN WEST INDIES. 


From Revurer’s CorRReEsPONDENT. 
PORT OF SPAIN, Sunday. 
Lord Baden Powell. has. left for Panama 
after a visit. to Government House. He 
inspected 1,500 Boy Scouts and Girl Guide 


during his stay in Trinidad. From Panama 
he is going to New York via.the Bahamas 


-and Bermuda, | 


National Beachers’ Organisation. at their 


Anastasia of Greece, Saturday’s announce- | 


BROADCASTING 
_ CHANGES. 


THE POSITION IN THE 
FREE STATE. 


» | 


LICENCE-HOLDERS’ 
GRIEVANCES. 


- 
ey 


From letters which have been addressed 
to the Irish Times in the past week on 
the subject of wireless broadcasting, it 
would. appear that owners of portable 
réceiving sets believe that they have a 
grievance as regards the licensing regula- 
tions governing the use of apparatus of 
the kind in the Free State 

In the beginning the Dail decided that 
a 10s. licence should cover all wireless 
apparatus in the home, whether there 
were one, two or more sets, crystal or 
valve, or both, in use. Under the pre- 
sent regulations, however, an additional 
10s. licence is required to be taken out 
for the possession of portable sets, and 
it is this new charge that has caused 
dissatisfaction among wireless enthusiasts. 


LICENSING CONDITIONS. 


Apparently, persons who are already 
in possession of apparatus of the fixed 
type have bought portable sets while 
unaware of the _ licensing conditions 
affecting them. These people complain 
bitterly, but owners of portable sets who 
have no other apparatus claim that they 
have greater reason to feel aggrieved. 

They actually have to pay the ordmary 
fee of 10s, in respect of apparatus which 
they do not possess before they can take 
out the licence, costing them a further 
10s., which applies to their own parti- 
cular sets. The condition is, that a 
licence for a portable set shall be issued 
only to a person who already holds an 
ordinary licence for the possession of 
wireless receiving apparatus, so that the 
person, having only portable apparatus 
must hold two licences and pay the 
double fee of £1 in respect of one receiv- 
ing set. 

The extra 10s. charge covers, at 
learned, one or more portable sets, but 
the number of persons having more than 
one must be very few indeed. 


THE PORTABLE SET. 


the licensing regulations came 
into force in January, 1927, wireless 
receiving apparatus of other than the 
fixed kind was virtually unknown. Soon 
afterwards, however, the portable set 
came into popular favour in England, 
and in July, 1927, the Department of 
Posts and Telegraphs in the Free State 
made an order requiring that an addi- 
tional 10s. licence should be held by 
owners of such apparatus here. The 
regulation, the existence of which some 
even have questioned, therefore, has been 
in operation for two and a half years. 

It is understood that when this order 
was made a similar reculation was already 
in operation in Great Britain. Last year. 
however, the British regulations were 
amended to provide that the ordinary 
licence of 10s. should. Apply to. all 
apparatus, including the portable set. 


FREE STATE’S FEES. 


In view of the controversy which has 
been aroused by “ Portable’s ’’ letter to 
the Irish Times, published last Wednes- 
day, a reference here to the various tees 
affecting the possession of wireless 
apparatus in the Free State may be desir- 
able. In January, 1927, the followings 
licensing regulations came into operation 
in this country :— 


Is 


When 


10s. a year: 
(b) Schools and institutions, such as 
colleges, convents. hospitals, convalescent 
homes, boarding houses, etc.—£1 a year: 
(c) Hotels, restaurants, cafés, clubs, 
public-houses, ete —£5 a year; 
(d) Public entertainments, such as 
public halls, cinervas, bazaars, etc., open 
to the public on payment of a charge - 
£1 a week; 3 
(e) Loud speaker stations for outside 
free public reception of broadcast matter 
ag. an advertisement or demonstration— 


£5 a year. 
A FRESH ORDER. 


In July of the same year the Depart 
nient made a fresh order affecting the 
possession of portable wireless recetvtiz 
sets an order which required that the 
regulations already in existence should be 
read as applying to “ fixed’ apparatus 
only. 

The new order read :— 

‘“The fee for a licence for the posses- 
sion. of portable wireless receiving 
apparatus for use in any place within 
Saorstat Fireann shall be 10s. a year. 
Such a licence shall only be issued to a 
person who already holds an ordinary 
licence for the possession of apparatus [or 
wireless telegraphy.”’ 


PAPAL NUNCIO LEAVES 
IRELAND. 
TO RETURN IN THREE 
WEEKS. 
Paschal Robinson. 


Free State, 
he will 


Papal 
has let 
remain 


Archbishop 
Nuncio to the Irish 
Dublin for Rome, where 
for at least three weeks. 

The Nuncio travelled by the evening 
Mr. McGilligan, Minister for External 
Affairs, and by the Secretary § ani 
Assistant Secretary of the Department. ef 
External Affairs. 

Archbishop Robinson has gone to Rome 
to complete some work which he had 
undertaken before his visit to the Free 
Strte. 

Before leaving he expressed his warm 
cratitude for the welcome which he had 
received from the State and the Hierarchy, 
and from the people of Dublin and Kil- 
kenny. He has no doubt that his reception 
will be equally warm in every part of the 
Free State which he proposes to visit on 
his return. 

He further stated that he intended to 
inform the Pope of the welcome shown him 
by all classes, especially bv the poorer 
people. 

Archbishop Robinson also expressed his 
appreciation of the accuracy of reports In 
the Press concerning his arrival. 


GUEST OF ITALIAN CONSUL.- 
GENERAL. 

The Papal Nuncio to the Irish Free State 
was present at a luncheon last Saturday 
given in his honour by the Italian Consul 
General, Cav. Uff. G. Silenzi, and Mrs 
Silenzi. 

The guests included Mr.. P. MeGilligan, 
Minister for External Affairs, and Mrs, P 
McGilligan; the Most Rev. Monsignor 
Borgia, Mr. J. Walshe, Dr. and Mrs. John 
Cunningham, Colovel J. O'Reilly, A.D.C. ; 
and Mr. E. Aveline, Secretary, Italian 
Consulate-General. 


WASHINGTON DINNER 
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to-day in the-¥ 
by Mr. and Mrs. Daúiel J. 


TO BE ATTENDED BY FREE 
STATE MINISTER. 


Mr. MacWhite, the Free State Minister 
at Washington, and Mrs ‘“MacWhite, 
be among the guests at.a dinner to be given 
wer Hotel, W | 
rien, for Mr. 
Dublin. ~~. : 
resent will be 
nited States, 


and Mrs. Patrick Rooney, of 
Among others who will be 
the Albanian Minister to the 


‘Senator and Mrs. Henry Ashurst, Senator 


David Walsh, Mr. and Mrs. Everett Sanders, 


Judge and Mrs. Oscar Bland, Judge and 
Mrs. Charles Hatfield, and Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Petes A. Drury; ic ni: sc 


(a) Ordinary licence Íor private use— 


boat from Kingstown, and was seen otf py’ 


i events 
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. FINDING 


The Times, in an article to-day on the . 
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BY SPECIAL 4RRANGEMENT WITH 
“THE TIMES.” . 


BANKING AND 
INDUSTRY. 


-. 


THE SHADOW OF 
TAXATION. 


- 


The Times to-day, in a leading article 
on '“ Banking and Industry,’’ says :—The 
customary note of yenial and encouraging 
optimism has been, perhaps, less 
prominent than usual in the bank chair- 
men's speeches of the last few days, but 
the prevailing tone was anything but 
dismal. Nor is the reason for a slightly 
chastened mood very far to seek. ‘The 
paintul disclosures of the Hatry case have 
cast their shadow over the City, and some 
of the joint-stock banks have, un- 
fortunately, made conspicuous losses in 
that deplorable débacle. There is, never- 
theless, a certain consolation to be drawn 
from the fact that the chief sufferers have 
been able, out of their resources, to write 
oft the whole of their losses without show- 
ing any visible inroad upon their profits. 
This tact may reflect, to some extent, 
upon the range and quantity of informa- 
tion presented to the shareholders im their 
balance sheet: but to consider the appal- 
ling consequences to our banking system 
which a collapse of this magnitude would 
have involved only fiffv or sixty years ago 
is to be comforted by the thought that the 
consolidation of joint-stock banking in 
this country has, without doubt, added 
enormously to its financial strength. 

To that extent, at any rate, the leaders 
of finance are entitled to congratulate 
theniselves, without laying any flattering 
unction to their souls. The relation of 
banking to industry—a subject which, 
during the past few years, has aroused in 
the mind of the lavmen a steadily increas- 
ing interest not altogether untinged with 
anxiety-——formed the principal item of 
their exposition. 

INCREASED PRODUCTION. 

The figures quoted by Mr. Tennant, 
continues The Tunes, reveal an increase 
In total production for the first three- 
quarters of last year of nearly eleven per 
cent. over the level of 1924—which was. 
relatively speaking, a '“ boom ” year. Lron 
and steel manufactures last year showed 
a marked improvement over 1928; the pro- 
duction of pig tron was the highest since 
1920, and that of steel the highest since 
1917, when the industry was still working 
under the stimulus of war pressure. To 
this general improvement textiles alone 
among the basic imdustries are an excep: 
tion. For Yorkshire, as well as Lanca- 
shire, the past year has been singularly 
unfortunate, but sa Lancashire at all 
the prospects should be brighter. 
The work of reorganisation undertaken by 
the Lancashire Cotton Corporation is 
steadily, if slowly, progressing, and should 
at last begin to bear some fruit within 
the next twelve months. The auspices 
thus scrupulously taken give some solid 
ground for encouragement. Mr. McKenna 
is ready to face the future with reasoned 
confidence. Mr. Goodenough predicts a 
hetter outlook, but with less certain voice ; 
Mr. Pease also is far from pessimistic. 
But over all these cautious vaticinations 
there seems to hang a shadow of uncer- 
trinty—the menace of. mereased taxation. 
With a falling revenue and rapidly rising 
expenditure, how is Mr. Snowden going 
to balance his coming Budget ? 

In his speech on Friday to the Leeds 
Chamber of Commerce, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer laid great stress on the 
duty of secrecy ; on the subject of retrench- 
ment he was ominously silent. With 
Pharisaical complacency - he thanked 
Heaven that he was not like his pre- 
decessor, but the British manufacturer is 
not likely to find much encouragement in 
this premonitory advertisement of finan- 
cial virtue. The burden of taxation 1s 
already almost wnendurable, and it is 
impossible to disguise the danger that even 
a moderate increase will seriously impede 
the promising efforts which are heing made 
by our exporting industries to emerge 
from their present depression. 


NAVAL LIMITATION. 


- 


A COMPROMISE, 


Naval Conference, says:—The 
1: ricate problems before the delegates 
must inevitably take time to solve, but the 
business of the Conference is going forward 
steadily, if slowly. The laborious disens- 
sions are—to adapt a phrase of Mr. 
Stimson’s—winnowing the difficulties. The 
troublesome problem of finding a com- 
promise between the two methods of 
limitation is not as complicated as it 
was, and the preparatory conversations 
on other questions not yet ready for forma] 
consideration have been most useful. But 
the Conference has not yet reached the 
point when results can be proclaimed; it 
has not even come to the stage when 
the simplification of the various problems 
will throw into sharp relief the conflicting 
requirements of the different countries. 
The world is watching the work of the 
Conference with legitimate anxiety, and 
it is, therefore, incumbent upon the dele- 
gates to be circumspect. The off-hand 
wav in which Mr. Alexander, First Lord 
of the Admiralty, chose to announce 
serious reductions in the 1929-30 naval 
programme last week was certainly ill- 
advised. The First Lord announced that 
two cruisers (including an 8-inch gun 
ship) out of three had been deleted from 
that programme. It also appeared that 
four destroyers (out of eight), three sub- 
marines (out of six) and a number of 
small vessels had been struck out. These 
serious alterations in programme were 
made with no other notice to Parliament 
than a written reply to a question by Mr. 
Hore-Belisha. | 
Apart from considerations of policy— 
and the wisdom of the changes is open to 
question~—the method chosen by the First 
Lord justly deserves criticism. [t has 
the incidental demerit that it provided an 
opportunity for another ‘‘ sensation,’’ 


London 


FIRE IN BELFAST CHURCH, 


sh, 
- 


Karly this: morning a fire broke out in 
St. Enoch's Church, one of the largest 'n 
Belfast. ‘The tire was extinguished before 
much damage was done. 

On Sunday night there was a slight out- 
break of five in Newtownards Road Baptist 
Church, 
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ANOTHER MAN 
VANISHES. 
GS 
WATERFORD MYSTERY 
DEEPENS. 

The search for. the missing County 
Waterford postman, Laurence Griffin, who 
vanished on Christmas Night, was con- 
tinued at the Ballinasisla mine shaft 
‘the dis. 


mystery : 


| ig 
£39 
; 


ined to his cottage, It ig sí 
he is not in custody, nor has. 


_+, been preferred against him. 


FREE STATE. 


TRADE. 


£3,451,000 BETTER 
THAN LAST YEAR, 


- 


IMPORTS AND 
EXPORTS UP. 


HEAVIER LIVE-STOCK 
SHIPPINGS, 


As 


Excluding non-dutiable goods by parce] 
post, the total volume of trade of th. 
Irish Free State during 1929 represented 
£107,349,000, or £3,451.000 more than in 
1928. This. trade was made up 
follows :— 

imports——£60,221 ,000, 

£1,846,000. 

Exports (including £1,066,000 re-ex- 

ports)—£47,128,000, an increase of 
£1,605 ,000, 

The adverse balance 
stands at £13,093,000. or 
than in 1928. Last year 
£12.852,000. 

That Great Britain and Northern Tre- 
land continue to be th. Free State's best 
customers is shown hy figures giving the 
twelve months’ trade by countries of 
consignment :— 

Country. 
Great Britain: 

. 1928 

1929 .. 
Northern Ireland : 

1928 

1929 
Other Countries: 


as 


an increase of 


of trade thus 


£241 .000 


the figure 


more 
was 


Imports. Exports 


£359.198,175 
40,820,098 


£38 .120.828 

357,.861.312 
6.026.951 5.026.881 
4 926.899 


1.661.403 

5,275,446 
£44, 809.112 
£46 061.657 

Re-exports amounted to £1,066.484. 
compared with £713,916 in 1928. 


OTHER COUNTRIES. 


£58,574 664 
£60 221 422 


— — — 


Among the ““other countries’ which 
trade with the Irish Free State. the 
United States of America comes first both 
with exports and imports. The Free State 
imported from that country goods worth 
£2,440,709. but exports to that country 
were only £21,644. Germany is the second 
largest trader with the Free State on. both 
sides of the ledger, and next come Franco 
and Australia, with Belgium and Holland 
not far behind. 

A remarkable feature the 
the crowth of exports to Italy from 
£7,206 in 1928 to £173,812 in 1929. the 
increase in exports to Denmark from 
£4,455 to £35,270 in the same period and 
the jump in exports to Russia from 
£1,945 to £205,491. Exypt also 
shown more favour for Free State 
duce by inereasing her orders 
£6.460 to £85,897. Another countrv 
which has bought more Free State 
is Sweden, which spent £23,372 as com 


pared with £555 in 1928. 
CHIEF IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


The principal imports and exports are 
set out below:— 


IMPORTS. 
Jan.-Dec..Jan Dec, 
1928. 1929 
COUNTRY... k L 
U Mite al Stutes it 
‘America 
Argentina 
(Canada 
Germany 
Holland. 
Belgium 
British 
Sweden 
france 
Austraha 
Portugal 
Spain 
South 
ltaly ; 
Poland (including Danzig) 
Switzerland 
Greece 
Denmark 
Finland 
Morocco 
Russia 


Egypt 


of returns is 


has 
pro- 
from 


’ 
(OOtLS 
- 


5.795.838 4.756.044 
2,810,914 2,440,769 
1,034,711 743,930 
1.829.473 1,541,494 
549,978 

721.675 

4? 695 

554.102 

O46 .BO6 

566.595 

118,228 
115.266 
475 
09.767 
08 5035 


46.151 


Se Faoaisis i 


Atrica 


EXPORTS. 
Jan De 
1928. 
COUNTRY.. 5 
U.S.A. 311.049 
Argentina 5.067 


Cauada 61.166 
Germany 271 052 
Holland 98 .097 
Belgium 160.928 
British 66.489 
Sweden 353 
France 99 909 
Australia 

Portugal 

Spain 
South 
cr emm 
Poland (including Danzig) 
Switzerland 

Greece 

Denmark 

Finland 


India 


Africa 


Morocco 
| Russia 
| Egypt 
The 


imports into the Trish Free State 


for 1929 included 14,052 cattle, 
£162.653, as against 12,005 In 
Horse imports totalled 4,430. or 228 
than in 1928, and their value 
£1,319, 226. 


FOOD AND DRINK. 


ariel 


was 


Dyn \ 
our 


Under the heading Food 
the returns for the year show that 
heaviest bill was for wheat. Of this 
imported 5.865.578 cwts.. or 965.978 cwts. 
less than in? 1928, while the value of the 
crain was £3, 186.842. Maize cost the 
country £3,158.840, the quantity in- 
ported being 7,152,089 cwts. as compared 
with 7.689.881 in 1928. The third ‘most 
expensive foodstuff imported was W heaten 
fiour. which £2 438.734, as against 
£2.639.575 in 1928. Next comes 
fectionerv. excluding chocolate confec- 
tionery, the value of which is placed at 
| £2 345 327. as against £2,299,494 in 1928. 

There were also heavy imports of sugar 
1.580.681 cwts.. valued at £1,266,208, as 
against ahout 20,000 cwts. more in 1928, 
when the value stood at £1,458,459. 
Another big figure is provided by bacon 
and hams, imports of which ¢ weighed 
350.886 cwts., and their value was 
£1.627.094. an increase of £149,337 on the 


Ve 


cost 
con- 


year 


BUTTER IMPORTS. | 
Butter imports showed a decline 
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